Hardstones Farm, Long Newton, Cleveland

Report on Pottery from Archaeological Evaluation

Pottery from archaeological evaluation at Hardstones Farm, Long Newton, Stockton on Tees
The assemblage is dominated in about equal proportions, by two components of Romano-British date. Crambeck pottery an calcite gritted ware (Table 1). A very small amount of other Romano-British and native style pottery is also present, as well as a few fragments of tile. .

Iron Age or Romano British native style pottery
Context 2 produced two somewhat undiagnostic sandy fabric sherds of hand-made pottery which may be later Iron Age or pottery made to a native style during the Roman period. Context 3 produced a single sherd of hand made native style calcite gritted pottery. Context 4 produced a similar sherd, as well as a piece of dolerite-gritted pottery in a fabric familiar from Iron Age contexts across the Tees Valley.

Romano-British pottery
Almost half the assemblage comprises Crambeck Ware bowls and jars, the majority in the familiar grey and grey-black fabric, with a further two sherds in orange fabric. Long Newton is more-or-less central to the distribution of Crambeck Ware (Evans 1989,figs 34 and 35), although the excavated sites are dominated by military installations.
The other half of the Hardstones pottery assemblage comprises calcite-gritted ware, wheel turned with surface colours varying from dark grey through to orange and with the majority of the calcitic grits leached out to leave angular cavities. Surface decoration is uncommon but included horizontal lightly incised lines cordons and lattices. The source of production of this pottery is not known.

Only two other Roman pottery types are present, comprising a single sherd of a plain samian bowl and a fragment of Oxfordshire mortaria.

Other finds comprise two iron fragments, probably nails, from Context 4, and a few tile fragments, one of which is a Roman tegula, from Contexts 3 and 4. A piece of slag from Context 3 has fired clay adhering to it and appears to be from a furnace or smithing hearth bottom,
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Discussion
The pottery suggests a fairly clear chronological sequence. Context 4 produced a single sherd of pottery likely to be of Iron Age date, as well as one other which might also be Iron Age. Whiole the absence of Romano-British pottery suggests this is a pre-Roman context, a piece of tile suggests the earlier material is residual. Context 3 produced two sherds of pottery of native style which could have been produced in the late Iron Age or during the earlier Romano-British period; the presence of a samian sherd and piece of Oxfordshire mortaria, however, suggests activity in the late 2nd century or during the 3rd century AD. Context 2 produced the majority of the pottery, and while the calcite gritted ware may not be helpful in assisting with chronology, Crambeck Ware was in production from the latter part of the 3rd century AD and throughout the 4th century (Evans 1989, 79-80).

The limited nature of the archaeological evaluation makes it unwise to generalise about the development of the site as a whole, the very small quantity of Iron Age pottery would not be unusual from such a small intrusion into one of the subrectangular enclosures sites of the Tees valley. There is no obvious reason, therefore why the site should not have enjoyed the kind of development trajectory exhibited by Thorpe Thewles (Heslop1987). What is interesting about Hardstones Farm is the evidence of intensive activity during the third, and more particularly, the fourth century AD, a period evidenced at Bonny Grove Farm (Annis 1996), but when Thorpe Thewles and perhaps other local successful Iron Age and early Romano-British occupation sites appear to have been abandoned.
Bibliography
R Annis 1996 Bonny Grove Farm and Dixon’s Bank: two Romano-British settlement sites in Cleveland, Durham Archaeological Journal, 12, 41-60
J Evans 1989 Crambeck; the development of a major northern pottery industry, in P R Wilson (ed) Crambeck Roman Pottery Industry, 43-90. Leeds, Yorkshire Archaeological Society Roman Antiquities Section
D H Heslop 1987 The Excavation of an Iron Age Settlement at Thorpe Thewles, Cleveland, Council for British Archaeology Research Report, 63
